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1 Introduction: 
 

1.1 The Comprehensive Local Plan will set the long-term spatial vision and 
development strategy for the borough up to 2036.  Once adopted, it will replace 
many of the saved policies in the Bracknell Forest Borough Local Plan (2002) 
and the Core Strategy (2008). It will therefore be wide ranging in terms of the 
issues that it will cover.   
 

1.2 In summary, the Plan will include a vision, objectives, and strategy for the level 
and distribution of development in the borough up to 2036, including housing, 
economic and retail development and new infrastructure; and policies relating to:  

 

 development within the green belt  

 development within the countryside  

 design, including residential extensions and shop fronts  

 environmental issues such as flood risk and water quality  

 heritage assets  

 the natural environment and biodiversity including landscape, green 
infrastructure and the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area  

 infrastructure needs including open space, sport and recreation and 
community facilities town, district and local centres  

 development affecting employment sites  

 housing needs including those for:   
o Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Show people  
o affordable housing  

 healthy and inclusive communities  

 climate change including the delivery of renewable energy and 
sustainable construction.  

 
1.3. The Comprehensive Local Plan will include site allocations for specific uses, 

including housing and employment uses, and will need to be based on a range of 
up-to-date evidence which is currently being prepared. 
 

2. Timetable 
  



3. Progress to date 
 
3.1. Housing (SHMA) – Completed February 2016 

 
3.1.1. The SHMA sets out the relevant ‘housing market areas’ (HMAs) within the 

study area, and the objective assessment of (housing) need (OAN) for the study 
area.  It considers the need for all types of housing (including affordable) and for 
different groups (older people, students etc).  It also identifies an appropriate 
mix and tenure for the plan period. The results of the analysis conclude that 
Bracknell Forest operates within a Western Berkshire Housing Market Area 
(with Wokingham Borough, West Berkshire and Reading Borough) and that 
over the period 2013 to 2036: 635 new homes per year are required in 
Bracknell Forest, and, 2,855 new homes per year are required across the 
Western Berkshire Housing Market Area. 
 

3.2. Economy (FEMA – completed February 2016 and EDNA – consultation complete)  
 

3.2.1. A Functional Economic Market Area (FEMA) is the extent of the area within 
which the local economy and its key markets operate. Bracknell Forest Council, 
together with the other local authorities in Berkshire (Reading Borough, Royal 
Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead (RBWM), Slough Borough, West 
Berkshire, and Wokingham Borough), and the Thames Valley Berkshire Local 
Enterprise Partnership (LEP) commissioned consultants NLP to identify the 
FEMAs that operate across the Berkshire sub-region. The FEMA work identifies 
the following economic market areas: Western Berkshire FEMA: West 
Berkshire. Central Berkshire FEMA: Reading Borough, Wokingham Borough, 
Bracknell Forest, and parts of RBWM. Eastern Berkshire FEMA: Parts of 
RBWM, Slough Borough and South Bucks. 
 

3.2.2. An Economic Development Needs Assessment (EDNA) provides information 
about the future quantity of land or floorspace required for economic 
development uses (business, industrial, warehousing and storage uses). The 
Authorities within the Centre Berkshire FEMA (Bracknell Forest, Reading 
Borough, Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead, and Reading Borough) 
plus the Local Enterprise Partnership have commissioned consultants NLP to 
undertake an EDNA for the area. 
 

3.3. Retail – in draft 
 

3.3.1. GVA has been appointed to undertake a retail and commercial leisure study. 
This work is being commissioned jointly by the Authorities forming the Western 
Berkshire Housing Market Area (Bracknell Forest, Reading Borough, 
Wokingham Borough and West Berkshire). The study will focus on ‘main town 
centre uses’ (with the exception of offices) and determine future quantitative 
and qualitative needs for retail and town centre uses over the plan period.  It will 
take account of the current regeneration of Bracknell Town Centre. The key 
outputs required from the study are as follows: An understanding of the impact 
of changes in retailing and commercial leisure habits and how they may affect 
centres in the study area over the study period; A robust quantitative and 
qualitative assessment that identifies the need and capacity for further retail 
development (convenience and comparison floorspace) and commercial leisure 
having regard to existing permissions and commitments within the study area; 
and appropriate data and commentary that can be used to inform future 
strategies for town centres and support the evolution of town centres. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3.4. Strategic Housing and Employment Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA) – 
consultation November/December 2016 
 

3.4.1. The purpose of the SHELAA is to identify possible sites and broad locations 
and assess their development potential along with their suitability for 
development and the likelihood and timing of development coming forward 
(availability, achievability and deliverability).  The SHELAA will provide an 
evidence base which will enable the identification of sites and locations suitable 
to inform development needs to be set out in the Comprehensive Local Plan. 
 

3.5. Green Belt review - Finalised 
 

3.5.1. Amec has undertaken a Green Belt review. The work has been jointly 
commissioned by Bracknell Forest and Wokingham Borough.  This has involves 
an assessment of the Green Belt against the five purposes set out in the NPPF: 
To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas. To prevent 
neighbouring towns from merging into one another. To assist in safeguarding 
the countryside from encroachment. To preserve the setting and special 
character of historic towns. To assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the 
recycling of derelict and other urban land. The work also includes (for Bracknell 
Forest only) an assessment of existing Green Belt villages. The study does not 
allocate sites for development.  The Study concludes that within Bracknell 
Forest, Green Belt land makes at least a 'contribution' to one or more of the five 
Green Belt purposes and no areas has been identified which merit removal from 
the Green Belt.  If land is to be removed from the Green Belt 'exceptional 
circumstances' will need to be demonstrated. 

 
3.6. Residential extensions Supplementary Planning Document – no further details 

 
3.7. Parking standards Supplementary Planning Document – no further details 

 

4. Next Steps 
 
4.1. When complete the EDNA will be shared with ESDP 

 
4.2. Consultation will begin on the SHELAA November/December 2016, which will be a 

“call for sites”. ESDP will be updated as and when appropriate. 
 
 

 


